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Trump Administration 2.0 and the New Stage
of China—US AI Competition

LU Chuanying' CAI Yue'
(1. Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstract ; China—US Al competition has entered a new stage during the Trump Administration 2.0 period.
Their interactions will significantly impact global Al security and development, making this a key concern
for the international community. US Al policy has followed a distinct evolutionary trajectory—from the
Trump 1.0, through the Biden administration, to the current Trump 2.0 —shifting from risk governance to a
focus on strategic supremacy. In the Trump 2.0 period, US Al policy will place more emphasis on the prin-
ciple of “America First” , the logic of innovation priority and minimal regulation, and will take national se-
curity as the core strategic consideration. Competition at this stage is characterized by “de—ethicalization” ,
comprehensive sanctions system, reconstruction of global alliances and expansion of competition scope. This
competitive landscape has a profound impact on the global technology ecology, economic structure, security
situation and governance system, including the differentiation of innovation networks, the reorganization of
industrial chains, the intensification of military Al competition and the division of governance frameworks.
Despite fierce competition, there remains significant potential for bilateral cooperation in Al safety
research , international standard setting and prevention of the proliferation of intelligent weapons. Building a
differentiated cooperation framework is a feasible wayout, that is, controlling competition in basic research,
strengthening collaboration in risk research, seeking complementarity in the civilian field, and focusing on
crisis management in security—related fields. In the long run, China—US Al competition will shape the glob-
al technological order in the 21st century. Only by transcending zero—sum thinking can we jointly cope with
the global challenges of Al development.
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