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Abstracts

Constructing an Independent Knowledge System for Area Studies

Xing Guangcheng et al.

[ Abstract ] In recent years, China’s research on area studies and the construction
of an independent knowledge system have developed rapidly, yielding fruitful
results. This special forum is organized to systematically review the achievements
and shortcomings in China’s area studies research and talent cultivation since
the new era. The forum brings together seven experts and scholars in the field,
focusing on the construction of an independent knowledge system for area studies
in China. Starting from the current research landscape, it delves into various issues
related to the development of area studies. It is hoped that this forum will stimulate
academic discussions on the current state of area studies as a discipline and provide
valuable insights for advancing the construction of an area studies discipline system,
academic framework, and discourse system with Chinese characteristics.

[ Keywords ] area studies; independent knowledge system; talent cultivation;

global governance

Clans and Genealogies in the Huguang Region during the Ming Dynasty
Chang Jianhua

[ Abstract ] Most of the influential Hunan and Hubei clans in modern times
originated in the mid-to-late Ming Dynasty. The Wanli Huguang General Gazetteer
indicates that in the Ming-period Huguang region, the customs of ancestral worship

and the construction of clan halls were not particularly flourishing; nevertheless,
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