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policy analysis and the study of international system. Using dramatic metaphors,
role theory explores how domestic and international settings shape national role
conceptions that significantly influence foreign policy making, and how national
role conceptions, international agents and international system construct each
other in interaction and evolution. Integrating material and ideational factors,
focusing on specific setting and interaction in social process, spanning over
multiple levels and dimensions in its analysis, role theory provides powerful tools
for the interpretation of the complex, plural and pluralistic international processes
in the world of uncertainty. Amidst profound changes unseen in a century, the
Chinese perspectives and narratives are expected to become an important growth
area for role theory in international relations.

Key words: role theory, national role conceptions, foreign policy, international

system, international relations (IR), China

The Underlying Logic and Practices of the U.S. Ideological Diplomacy
FAN Jishe

Abstract: The political, social and economic beliefs in freedom, democracy, human
rights, separation of powers and market economy are essentially the “intrinsic
attributes” and the unique ideology of the United States. When the U.S. rose as the
world hegemony, its “intrinsic attributes” have been continuously externalized,
influencing and even shaping its foreign policy. During the Cold War era,
everything was divided into friend and foe according to its ideology, thus
ideological diplomacy was the essential instrument for strategic competition
between great powers. After the end of the Cold War, the Clinton administration
tried to “expand” its political system and economic model through “engagement”,
while the Bush administration tried in vain to subvert regimes and rebuild nations
in the Long War on Terror to eliminate the breeding ground for terrorism. They
believed in the “superiority”, “typicality” and “representativeness” of the U.S.
political and economic model, but the Long War on Terror undermined the
American power and influence. The Obama administration attempted to bring U.S.
foreign policy back to reality, reducing its ideological factors. The Trump
administration fundamentally challenged the ideological tradition and foundation of
U.S. diplomacy, and undermined people’s confidence in its political system by
adopting the America First policy in dealing with allies and partners, handling the
domestic issues, and reacting to the Presidential election result. For the Biden
administration, ideology became the defining feature of American foreign policy.
The United States made use of ideology to mobilize all domestic and international

forces to serve its strategic purpose of out-competing China. The practices of

\



American ideological diplomacy in the last three decades indicate that ideological
diplomacy is transforming into the essential instrument for great power strategic
competition once again. In this regard, when U.S. Presidents, politicians, experts
repeatedly emphasize the end of the “Post-Cold War” era, they seem to imply that
the “New Cold War” has already come from an ideological perspective. In an
economically globalized world, the relationship between and among countries are
getting very complicated, the U. S. ideological diplomacy is bound to face
tremendous challenges.

Key words: U.S. diplomacy, ideology, Biden administration, China policy, Sino-
U.S. relations

Modern Political Warfare and the Prospect of the China-U.S. Strategic
Competition

HU Xin GU Lei

Abstract: As the world has entered into a new period of turbulence and
transformation, the international political landscape and balance of power has been
adjusting and changing at an accelerated pace. In the historical trend of great
changes, the United States intends to resume political warfare as an important
means of grand strategy, in order to promote great power strategic competition.
Modern political warfare not only inherits the traditional modes of ideological
control and non-war conflict, but also combines the changes of the times and
advancement in science and technology for comprehensive employment of public
opinion warfare, cognitive warfare, and hybrid warfare to transform the
systematic hegemonic advantage of the West into an offensive of all-domain
political warfare. These tactics and effects have been verified in the Russia-Ukraine
conflict. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the historical inheritance and
contemporary evolution of political warfare in the United States and the West, and
to present the complex confrontation of great powers in the political field. It also
examines the risks of political warfare in the strategic competition between the
United States and China so as to provide reference and provoke thinking for
strengthening China’s national security, especially political security.

Key words: political warfare, strategic competition, national security, China-U.S.

relations, Russia-Ukraine Conflict
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