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Abstracts

The 2022 Midterm Elections and the American Politics

XIE Tao

[ Abstract | This paper analyzes the 2022 congressional elections from three
perspectives. First, the rise of Ron DeSantis, the Republican governor of
Florida, is absolutely one of the most extraordinary events of this election
cycle. He won reelection with a landslide and quickly gained the support of
the Republican establishment. Thus, he and Donald Trump are “destined
for war” in the upcoming 2024 Republican presidential primaries. Second,
the rise of DeSantis also suggests that conservatism has undergone a crucial
transformation, from one based on capitalist market economy and Christian
faith, to one that combines cultural nationalism and economic liberalism,
that is, populist conservatism, which greatly boosts Republicans’ election
chances. Third, congressional Democrats demonstrated unprecedented unity in
the wake of the election, but institutional and structural factors seriously
undermine the Biden administration’s legislative agenda. The paper concludes
by discussing the strengths and weaknesses of Joe Biden, DeSantis, and
Donald Trump in a face-off in the 2024 presidential general election.

[ Keywords ] U. S. Politics ; Midterm Elections ; DeSantis; Trump; Conservatism

The U.S. Diplomacy After the Midterm Elections: Three
Different Continuities

DA Wei

[ Abstract | The US midterm elections in 2022 did not fundamentally
change American politics in terms of power structure. The most important

signal sent by the election was the retreat of Trumpism. After the midterm
- 118 -
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elections, US diplomacy will continue the basic direction of the past two
years. The international image of the U.S. government and politics will
continue to improve; the U. S. will continue to be tough in its strategies
toward China, Russia and other countries, and the two political parties will
continue to fight among themselves on some diplomatic issues that are more
related to U. S. domestic politics.

[ Keywords ] Midterm Elections; US Diplomacy; US Strategy Toward
China; US Strategy Toward Russia; US International Image

An Assessment of the U. S. Economic Situation After the Midterm Elections
SUN Lipeng

[ Abstract ] Since assuming office, the Biden administration has prioritized
promoting a rapid economic recovery and the long-term transformation of the
U. S. economy. But a mix of economic woes, such as sluggish growth, high
inflation and a bumpy transformation, have adversely affected Biden and
the Democrats in the midterm elections. After the midterm elections, a
divided Congress will exacerbate political differences between the two
parties, making it difficult for the Biden administration to register “big
wins” on domestic economic issues. Meanwhile, economic diplomacy in
the Indo-Pacific and in Europe may become the new policy priority of the
Biden administration, and Washington will focus greater efforts on
economic competition with China. In the foreseeable future, the U. S.
economy will continue to be affected by both positive and negative factors,
while policy risks and challenges will increase significantly.

[ Keywords | U. S. Economy; 2022 Midterm Elections; Economic Policy;

Biden Administration

The 2022 Midterm Elections and the U. S. Policy Toward China
ZHAO Minghao

[ Abstract | The Democratic Party and the Republican Party engaged in
fierce competition to win the 2022 midterm elections, which took on a

significance tantamount to the presidential election. Against such a
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